
 

 
 

Evening 

Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The ecumenical monastic community at Taizé in southern France has 

been a favorite pilgrimage site for years. Each summer, thousands of 

people from around  the world descend  on  the  little  village  of  Taizé  

to  pray and make retreat with  the  monks. The prayer of the Taizé 

community makes extensive use of chanted music, darkness, and 

profound silence. In recent years, the music of the Taizé community has 

become popular throughout the world. 

Tonight’s service is based on the worship of the Taizé monastery. There 

is no single presider for all the services , and the various ministries 

of the liturgy arise out of the assembly of worshippers. Please join in the 

singing. 

Please turn off any pagers/cell phones/iPhones/tablets/etc. during the 

service. The church bell will ring to begin the gathering. You are invited to 

take a seat in the nave. 

The period of silence will be opened and closed by the sanctus bell. 



Gathering Song 
 

 

 

Great beyond all question is the mystery of our religion; 
Christ was manifested in the body, 
vindicated in the spirit, 
seen by angels. 

 

Christ was proclaimed among the nations, 

believed in throughout the world,  

glorified in heaven. 



Psalm Psalm 4:3 – 7, sung in antiphonal half-verses by either side of the nave. 

The “/” indicates where to change tone, boldface means sing more than one note on that 

syllable. 

 
 

Know that God has shown me such wonderful /kindness: 

when I call out in prayer, / God hears me. 

Tremble, admit defeat, and sin no /more. 

Look deep into your heart before you sleep, / and be still. 

Bring your gifts, just as you are, and put your trust in /God. 

Many are asking, Who can make / us content? 

The light of your countenance has gone from us, O /God. 

Yet you have given my heart more gladness than those whose corn 

and wine and / oil increase. 

I lie down in peace and sleep comes /at once, 

for in You alone, O God, do  I / dwell unafraid. 

 

 

Scripture Reading 
       The lector will read the lesson. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Response 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Profound Silence 
 

“When we try to express communion in God with words, we rapidly reach the end 

of our capacities. But in the depths of our being, Christ is praying, far more than we 

imagine. Compared to the immensity of that hidden prayer in us, our explicit praying 

dwindles to almost nothing. That is why silence is so essential in discovering the heart 

of prayer. 

Although God never stops trying to communicate with us, God never wants to 

impose anything on us. Often God’s voice comes in a whisper, in a breath of silence. 

Remaining in silence in God’s presence, open to the Spirit, is already prayer.” 

Brother Roger of Taizé



Intercessions 

 
Please maintain the Kyrie as an ostinato response, while the intercessions are said. 

 

Lord, enliven the church for its mission, that we may be the salt of the 

Earth and light to the world. 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into the ways of justice and peace, 

that we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. May we serve Christ in 

one another, and love as He loves us. 

Give comfort to those who mourn, and bring them peace in their time of 

loss. 

Make us willing agents of your compassion; strengthen us as we share in 

making people whole. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will 
be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



Closing Prayer 
 

God before me, God behind me, 

God above me, God beneath me, 

I on your path, O God; 

You, O God, on my way. 

In the twisting of the road, 

In the currents of the river, 

Be with me by day; 

Be with me by night; 

Be with me by day and by night. 

 
Christ stands before me, and 

peace is in His mind. 

Sleep, o sleep, 

in the calm of all calms; 

Sleep, o sleep, 

in the love of all loves. 

Sleep I this night 

in the God of all life. 
Amen. 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. 

Amen. We go in the Name of Christ. 

 



 

 

 
 

The service is based on evening prayer from A New Zealand Prayer Book, selections of prayer from Iona, 

and on Taizé prayer. Music printed under license. 


