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Opening Sentences
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Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People
And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.
Loving God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of
all who suffer: accept our prayers and grant the power of
your grace, that the weak may be strengthened, sickness
turned to health, the dying made whole, and sorrow turned
into joy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and our strength, who raised up your
servant Martin Luther to reform and renew your
church in the light of your word: Defend and purify the
church in our own day and grant that, through faith, we
may boldly proclaim the riches of your grace, which
you have made known in Jesus Christ our Savior, who
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
The First Reading

Isaiah 55:6-11

A Reading from the book of Isaiah.
Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
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let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
The Response

Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the
sea;
Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
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God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, *
what awesome things he has done on earth.
It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
"Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth."
The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
The Gospel
Presider
People

John 15:1-11
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
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branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have
loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be complete."
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Christ.
Reflection
Litany for Healing
Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it
more abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your
presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled,
that they may be made whole;
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Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely,
anxious, or despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of
your presence;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to
soundness of mind and serenity of spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering,
granting them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace
and consolation of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives,
in our nation, and in the world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.
Hear us, O Lord of life:
Heal us, and make us whole.
Almighty God, giver of life and health: Send your blessing on all who
are sick, and upon those who minister to them, that all weakness may
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be vanquished by the triumph of the risen Christ; who lives and
reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
The Confession
Presider Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your
will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
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who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Closing Prayer
Generous God, we give you thanks for your beloved
Jesus Christ, in whom you have shared the beauty and
pain of human life. Look with compassion upon all for
whom we pray, and strengthen us to be your
instruments of healing in the world, by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Martin Luther was born November 10, 1483. His intellectual abilities
were evident early, and his father planned a career for him in
law. Luther’s real interest lay elsewhere, however, and in 1505 he
entered the local Augustinian monastery. He was ordained a priest
April 3, 1507.
In October 1512 Luther received his doctorate in theology, and
shortly afterward he was installed as a professor of biblical studies at
the University of Wittenberg. His lectures on the Bible were popular,
and within a few years he made the university a center for biblical
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humanism. As a result of his theological and biblical studies he called
into question the practice of selling indulgences. On the eve of All
Saints’ Day, October 31, 1517, he posted on the door of the castle
church in Wittenberg the notice of an academic debate on
indulgences, listing 95 theses for discussion. As the effects of the
theses became evident, the Pope called upon the Augustinian order to
discipline their member. After a series of meetings, political
maneuvers, and attempts at reconciliation, Luther, at a meeting with
the papal legate in 1518, refused to recant.
Luther was excommunicated on January 3, 1521. The Emperor
Charles V summoned him to the meeting of the Imperial Diet at
Worms. There Luther resisted all efforts to make him recant, insisting
that he had to be proved in error on the basis of Scripture. The Diet
passed an edict calling for the arrest of Luther. Luther’s own prince,
the Elector Frederick of Saxony, however, had him spirited away and
placed for safekeeping in his castle, the Wartburg.
Here Luther translated the New Testament into German and began
the translation of the Old Testament. He then turned his attention to
the organization of worship and education. He introduced
congregational singing of hymns, composing many himself, and
issued model orders of services. He published his large and small
catechisms for instruction in the faith. During the years from 1522 to
his death, Luther wrote a prodigious quantity of books, letters,
sermons and tracts. Luther died on February 18, 1546.
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