Flowing with Joy, Walking with God.

May 2, 2021 ~ 10:00 am
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion
The Reverend Sarah van Gulden
Priest-in-Charge
Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church!
At Trinity we celebrate our Episcopal identity and spiritual heritage, through a close-knit
faith community, where children are central to our mission, and we actively seek to maintain a balance between worship and outreach.
We kindly ask that you remain muted during the service unless you are a reader or soloist.
In addition, we have disabled the chat function except for chatting with the host about
technical issues.

Music reprinted and streamed with permission of One License # A709144

Voluntary
Opening Hymn Good Christians all, rejoice and sing Hymnal 205, vss. 1,3,4,5
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Opening Sentences
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Celebrant

Let us pray.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise

Gloria

Hymnal S 278
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People

And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth,
and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Readings
The First Reading

Acts 8:26-40

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles.
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of
the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to
get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
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The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
The Response

Psalm 22:24-80

Today’s psalm is a portion of Psalm 22 and we will read it in unison.
My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
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The Epistle

1 John 4:7-21

A reading from First Letter of John.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is
the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers
or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and
sisters also.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn

Like the murmur of the dove’s song

The Gospel

Hymnal 513

John 15:1-8

Celebrant

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People

Glory to you Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
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branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.
Homily

The Rev’d Sarah van Gulden

The Nicene Creed
Let us affirm our faith in God.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader

Gathered as believers in Christ, with the living Christ among us,
let us offer prayers to God for the life of all the world.
For peace from on high and for our salvation.
Loving God, hear us.
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy
churches of God, and for the unity of all.
Loving God, hear us.
For this holy gathering and for those who enter with faith,
reverence, and fear of God.
Loving God, hear us.
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For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Alan and Gayle our bishops;
Martha, our Regional Canon; Sarah our Priest, our Parish Staff
and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of
God.
Loving God, hear us.
For Joseph, our president; Charlie our governor, the world and
its leaders, our nation and its people.
Loving God, hear us.
For all those in need, the suffering and the oppressed, travelers
and prisoners, the sick and the dying: Elvy and family, Jo-Anne,
Johanna and family, Mildred, Maura, Alice, James, Dave, Janet,
Sally, Steve, and David.
Loving God, hear us.
For those who have fallen asleep in Christ.
Loving God, hear us.
Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, Luke, John and all the
saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God
through Christ.
To you, O God, our loving Creator.
Presider

Blessed are you, our God, Father and Mother, for you freed us
from our sins by the blood of Jesus Christ: Hear our prayers
which we offer this day, and breathe upon us with your Holy
Spirit. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Birthday Blessing
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Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Sentence
Walk in love as Christ loves us, and offered himself for us, an offering
and sacrifice to God!
Offertory Anthem

O Blessed Spring

Cherwien/Farlee, arr. D. King

O blessed spring, where Word and sign
embrace us into Christ the Vine:
here Christ enjoins each one to be
a branch of this life-giving Tree.
Through summer heat of youthful years,
uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
the boughs will shout for joy again.
When autumn cools and youth is cold,
when limbs their heavy harvest hold,
then through us, warm, the Christ will move
with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
As winter comes, as winters must,
we breathe our last, return to dust;
still held in Christ, our souls take wing
and trust the promise of the spring.
Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
be praised for this blest mystery:
that Word and water thus revive
and join us to your Tree of Life.
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The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer 1, Enriching Our Worship)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right, and good through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was
tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are
able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves
alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful
of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
Sanctus

Holy. Holy, Holy

Hymnal S 128
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of
life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed
to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not
see your goodness in the world around us; and so, we violated your
creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah, you called us into
covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he
triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you
from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may
they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and
live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Fraction Anthem

Alleluia, Christ our Passover

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
As though you have already come,
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;
never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen. (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)
Communion Music
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D. King

Postcommunion Prayer
Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people
in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches
of his blessing. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

Page 17

Closing Hymn

Christ is alive!

Hymnal 1982, vss. 1,2,3,5

Dismissal
Alleluia!! Alleluia!!
Let us go forth into the world to love and serve the risen Christ.
Thanks be to God Alleluia!! Alleluia!!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
In-Person Healing Service this Thursday at 6:15. As Trinity prepares to
offer hybrid Sunday worship services, we will begin with the Thursday Healing
Service. Please register to attend by emailing the Parish Administrator at
admin@trinityhaverhill.org The service will be held in the side chapel in the
sanctuary.
Forward Day By Day Devotionals. Looking for scripture readings and reflections for daily reading? Email our Parish Administrator at admin@trinityhaverhill.org to receive a copy in the mail or can go to their website at
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_by_day.php?d=20&m=4&y=2021
ACAT News: Our Spring Celebration will be May 20 at 5:00pm on Zoom; details
coming soon! Every class is working hard to get ready. And watch for more
info about our Summer Theatre Workshop, coming August 9-13! Save the dates
if you know of students who might like to attend, or if YOU would like to volunteer to help us.
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Contact Information
Trinity Staff
The Rev’d Sarah van Gulden – clergy@trinityhaverhill.org
Office: 978-372-4244 Cell: 508-367-4750
Dr. Janet King, Director of Music - musicdirector@trinityhaverhill.org
Dr. David King, Organist- daking@dajmk.net
Michelle Moulton, Parish Administrator - admin@trinityhaverhill.org
Tom Walker - Sexton
Parish Ministry Leaders
Cathy Estey, Senior Warden – ceestey@yahoo.com
Jeff Moulton, Junior Warden – captjeff0972@gmail.com
Tom High, Treasurer – TDH1234@aol.com
Michelle Moulton, Communications/Webmaster – admin@trinityhaverhill.org
Jeff Moulton, Christian Education Minister – captjeff0972@gmail.com
Bette Jacobs, RN, Parish Nurse – hummingbird04@gmail.com
Rev. Cathy Estey, Prayer Minister - ceestey@yahoo.com
Betty Malbon, Altar Guild Director – bettym1076@gmail.com
Church Office (978) 372-4244 – admin@trinityhaverhill.org

Office Hours by Appointment Only
Tuesday- Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
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