
"Just a Simple Parish Priest”

I’m Back!!!

Thank you for your invitation to come 
back and be in your midst. 
Thank you for your prayers and 
affection. 
Keep Cindy and me in your prayers. 
If I can make it to June 24,2022, I will 
be able to say that I’ve been ordained 
50 years. 



Bartimaeus 

Jesus healing our blindness



God’s Restoration Song

From the Prophet Jeremiah 

For thus says the Lord: 
“Save your people, 
I am going to gather them 
from the farthest parts of 
the earth,  
among them the blind and 
the lame, and those with child 
With weeping they shall come, 
   and with consolations I will 
lead them back.”

John August Swanson



Vincent van Gogh (Dutch, 1853–1890), Sower with Setting Sun, 1888

Psalm 126 - A Restoration Psalm

1 When the Lord restored 
the fortunes of Zion,        
2 Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, * and 
our tongue with shouts of 
joy. 
6 Those who sowed with 
tears * will reap with 
songs of joy.



Christ of John of the Cross, 1951 
Salvador Dali

Our Ultimate Restoration

Unlike the other high priests, Jesus 
has no need to offer sacrifices 
day after day, first for his own 
sins, and then for those of the 
people; this he did once for all 

when he offered himself 
-Hebrews



“Christ Healing the blind" (2010) by Thobias Minzi, Tanzania

The Blind Beggar’s Restoration



The Risen Lord, 2013 
He Qi, Chinese American Artist 

pronounced “Huh Chee”

Responding to the Gospel

1. Our blindness 

2. Our cry for mercy 

3. Our healing & restoration 

4. Following Jesus



Ancient example of Coptic Christian art

“If you have eyes to see, look!”

1. Those scattered to the four 
corners of the earth 

2. The blind, the lame, the sick, 
the poor, the women and 
children and all those who are 
vulnerable  

3. They may come weeping, but 
they shall rejoice because you 
loved them 

4. How can we help but sing 
God’s restoration song!



Have mercy on me!

A recognition that our only 
hope is in Jesus 

1. There are those who will 
want to silence us 

2. We may wonder if we 
deserve God’s healing

Lord, in my darkness, help me see the Light



Madhvi Parekh’s interpretation of ‘The Last Supper’, 2017  

Your faith has made you well



“Entry into the City”, 1990 
John August Swanson 
American Visual Artist 

Following Jesus - Restoration

1. Learning to Love God 

2. Learning to love one 
another




