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Opening Sentences 
 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

 
Loving God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who 
suffer: accept our prayers and grant the power of your grace, that 
the weak may be strengthened, sickness turned to health, the 
dying made whole, and sorrow turned into joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God of the nations, who gave to your servant Henry Martyn 
a longing to share your Gospel with all peoples; Inspire the 
church in our own day with that said desire, that we may be 
eager to commit both life and talents to you who gave them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading                                           Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

A Reading from the first book of Isaiah. 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
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The LORD called me before I was born, 
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, 
in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

But I said, “I have laboured in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 
and my reward with my God.” 

 
And now the LORD says, 

who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, 
and my God has become my strength— 

he says, 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 
Thus says the LORD, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
the slave of rulers, 

“Kings shall see and stand up, 
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
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because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

Thanks be to God. 

The Response                                                                                        Psalm 96 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
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The Gospel                                                    John 4:21–26 

Presider   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People      Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the woman at the well, “Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim 
all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Reflection 
 
Litany for Healing 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-
health, with their families, and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and 
spirit, and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of our 
world, and all the places where people are experiencing despair and loss.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
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Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement, and 
we pray for all who have died.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered. 
We hold in your healing presence those whose needs are known to you 
alone.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
May your wisdom, God, guide nurses, doctors, first responders and those 
who work in every part of Health Services across the world. May your 
presence strengthen all who work for the benefit and well-being of all.  
May they be strengthened for the tasks set before them.  
 
God of compassion and love, we offer you all our uncertainty and suffering, 
Give us strength to bear our weakness, healing even when there is no cure, 
Peace in the midst of turmoil, And love to uphold and strengthen us. Glory to 
God who brings healing and light into all places. May the peace of Christ bear 
us into new life this day and evermore.  
Amen.  
Prayers adapted from the Iona Abbey Worship Book 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing Prayer 
 

Generous God, we give you thanks for your beloved Jesus 
Christ, in whom you have shared the beauty and pain of 
human life. Look with compassion upon all for whom we pray, 
and strengthen us to be your instruments of healing in the 
world, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Blessing   
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

Translator of the Scriptures and Prayer Book into Hindi and Persian, Henry Martyn, an 
English missionary in India, died in Armenia when he was thirty-one years old. Though 
his life was brief, it was a remarkable one. 

Like most English clergymen of the time, he was educated at one of the two ancient 
universities, Cambridge in his case. He had intended to become a lawyer, but Charles 
Simeon, the notable Evangelical rector of Holy Trinity, Cambridge, inspired him to go to 
India as a missionary. After serving as Simeon’s curate for a short time, Martyn traveled 
to Calcutta in 1806as chaplain of the East India Company. 

During his five years in India, Martyn preached the Gospel, organized private schools, 
and founded churches. In addition to his work as a missionary, Martyn translated the 
New Testament and the Book of Common Prayer into Hindi, a valuable missionary aid to 
the young Anglican Church in India. He also began the study of Persian, and translated 
the New Testament into Persian. 

Martyn longed to go to Persia; in 1811, his persistence brought him to Shirmas, to 
become the first English clergyman in that city. He engaged in theological discussions 
with learned Muslims and had time to correct his Persian translations. Obviously gifted 
with a remarkable facility for languages, Martyn hoped eventually to visit Arabia, and to 
translate the New Testament into Arabic. 
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While on his way to Constantinople in 1812, however, he died in the city of Tokat. The 
Armenians of the city recognized his greatness and buried him with the honors usually 
accorded to one of their own bishops. Very soon afterwards, his life of energetic 
devotion and remarkable accomplishment became widely known. He is remembered as 
one of the founders of the modern Christian Church in India and Iran. 
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